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BLUE RIDGE RAILROAD. 

GOVERNOR'S MESSAGE. 



Gentiemtn of the ^Senate and House of Representatives : 

Id my loaugural MessHge, I expressed tbc inteution of subuiittin<{ to 
iour honorable body a plan for the early immpletioii v£ the Ulue Ridge 
Railroad. In aecordance (herewith, I now iuviteyour earnest coiisidera- 
tioQ of the subject, and invoke sueh iiction by yoti as ghat! speedily achieve 
this great result. 

For more than forty years the importance of uniiiog the West with the 
South Atlantic Coast has been urged by the leading intellects of the country ^ 
and many of the railroads eonstcucted during that period, ou both sides of 
the mountains, httve bi^en built with a view to tbeir direct or tributary con- 
nection with this great national highway. Roads from Branchville to 
Columbia, from Columbia to Greenville, Abbeville and Anderson, from 
Columbia to Spartanburg, from Columbia to Charlotte, and from Oharlolte 
to Statesville, Mot^anton and Asheville, and the several roads esleoding 
from Cincinnati and Louisville towards Knoxville, and from Kooxville 
towards the Blue Ridge, are all but the off-shoots of this great enterprise. 
Even as early as 1836, when delegates from nine States assembled in a 
railroad eoDtention at Knoiville, it was declared to be the most magnifi- 
cent and important public work projected in our country. 

After mature deliberation, and a critical survey by the most distinguished 
engineers, it was decided to locate the route between Anderson, S. 0., and 
Knosville, Tenn., the distance being only 195 miles. The total cost of the 
undertaking, it was estimated by Col. Gwin, the Chief Engineer in 1860, 
would not exceed 87,575,677. The work was conmenced under the most 
favorable auspices, and energetieally pressed forward until 1860, when ope- 
rations were suspended by the war. At this time thirty-four miles of the 
road had been completed and were in running order. Much of the grading 
and masonry in the rcuraining territory of South CaroHna, Georgia and 
North Carolina was also finished, bo that the work may now be said to be 
more than half completed. In this connection it is proper to stale that the 
grading in South Carolina alone is nearly equal to the whole grading in North 
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The engiQctr, (Jol. Gwio, states that the entire tunnelling can be eompleteil 
in one year. Three-fourths of this work has already been finished, and 
there ia no reason why the remainder loaj not be completed within the time 
shove specified. The rolling stock cua then be put upoD the road. In less 
than one year and a half from this time, therefore, we may have ihe satis- 
faetion of seeia<; a through train from the Ohio river to Charleston, and a 
union between two aeetiooa of our country, which practically have been to 
each other as strangers. 

Reference has already been made to the importance of this road in a mil- 
tlary point of view. Many leading public men have reeeutly urged its con- 
Btruction on this ground, and there is no doubt that Congress is prepared to 
lend » willing ear to any reasonable proposition which may promise to re- 
sult in the attainment of so valuable sn object. 

I therefore respectfully suggest that yiur honorable body shall request the 
Senators and Representatives of the State in Congress, to lay this subject 
before that body at the earliest praolicable moment, to the end that the 
(reneral Government may be indueed to render such assistance to 
the road as its importance in a military point of view may justify. This as 
sistanoemay be granted without hazard. 

Bonds of the road, endorsed by the State, may be deposited in the United 
States Public Treasury, and their equivalent in the United States currency 
he issaed to the road, which will thus be put in possession of an active work- 
ing capital Every dollar expended upon the road wilt then increase the 
value to the General Government of the security. And, finally, when the 
road is completed, the Government will hare a lien aj>on property worth 
nearly eight millions of dollars, for which it has realty advanced less than 
half that amount, while the State will have derived tho advantage of a com- 
plete road without having been compelled to pay interest on the bonds is- 
sued. In a few years the vast business done upon the line wilt enable the 
company ti pay all of its indebtedness. 

This subject is one of the gravest with which we have to deal, because it 
largely involves the material interests of the State, and promises to con - 
tribute more to their future development, than any other public enter- 
terprise that can he suggested. 

I submit these considerations to your honorable body, in that spirit of 
earnestness which I trust will find a response in your early action. 

Accompanying this message, is a memorial addressed to the Executive 
of the State, by the President of the Blue Ridge Railroad, and n report on 
the condition and prospects of the company prepared by the same officer, to 
both of which I respectfully ask your attention. 

Very respectfully, 

ROBERT K. SCOTT, 
Governor of South Carolina. 
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